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WALLY SKALIJ Los Angeles Times 


A VENDOR pushes a cart along Maple Avenue in the Fashion District in L.A., where business groups are 
asking that property owners be able to decide whether street vendors can operate outside their doors. 


Can business owners 
kick vendors to curb? 


Plan would let shops veto sellers on their block 


By EMILY ALPERT REYES 


When pushcart vendors try to set 
up shop in front of his East Hollywood 
gas station, Jacques Massachi tells 


them to leave. 


“I don’t allow them. I just don’t al- 


low them,” Massachi said. 


The sidewalk sellers can end up ob- 
structing traffic in and out of the gas 
station, he complained. And if they 
hawk hot dogs, ice cream or anything 
else sold at his Ampm store, he sees 


them as rivals. 


Big plans 
in Irvine 
over a 
coveted 
art trove 


The Buck Collection 
heads to UCI, with a 
new museum in works. 


CHRISTOPHER KNIGHT 
ART CRITIC 


When real estate devel- 
oper Gerald Buck was sell- 
ing a rural farm near San 
Luis Obispo, land he bought 
in a failed  oil-drilling 
scheme, a prospective buyer 
offered him an elegant Old 
Master painting by Anthony 
van Dyck in lieu of cash. 
Buck had no interest in art, 
but neither did he have any 
other buyers in sight. So 
Buck plunged into research- 
ing the painting’s authentic- 
ity, history of ownership and 
market value — then agreed 
to the trade. 

And he was off. 

The Van Dyck is long 
gone, but now, four decades 
later, the Gerald E. Buck 
Collection has grown to 
more than 3,200 paintings, 
sculptures and works on pa- 
per. Not only is the vast trove 
the finest holding of its kind 
in private hands, the collec- 
tion is poised to anchor an 
ambitious new museum be- 
ing launched at UC Irvine. 

Chancellor Howard Gill- 
man is expected to an- 
nounce Wednesday the for- 
mation of the UCI Museum 
and Institute for California 
Art, or MICA, with the Buck 
Collection as its core. The 
collection, much coveted by 
other museums, focuses on 
artists who emerged in Cali- 
fornia between World War II 
and 1980. 

In addition to his art- 

[See Museum, A13] 


If someone can walk up and buy a 
hot dog out front, Massachi said, “why 
would he buy a hot dog from me?” 

Los Angeles is planning to legalize 
and regulate sidewalk vending, hand- 
ing out city permits to the pushcarts 
and stands that are an everyday sight 


in the city. 


Despite a longstanding ban, about 
50,000 vendors ply their trade on its 
sidewalks, selling ice cream, tamales 
and other food and goods, according 


to city officials. 


But bricks-and-mortar shops, 


walkways, leftover trash and what 
they see as unfair competition from 
unregulated sidewalk vendors, could 
stand in their way. Under a proposal 
being vetted at City Hall, property 
owners like Massachi could prohibit 
vending on the adjacent sidewalks. 


Business groups have lobbied for 


property owners to be able to decide 
whether vendors can operate outside 
their doors. 

They point to Portland, Ore., and 


San Francisco, which give neighbor- 


which have complained about blocked 


ing businesses a say over when ven- 
[See Street vendors, A9] 


GARY CORONADO Los Angeles Times 


UCLA BASKETBALL players LiAngelo Ball, center, and Cody Riley arrive at 
Los Angeles International Airport after being held in China for nearly a week. 


UCLA needs strong 
stand on Chinese 3 


BILL PLASCHKE 


The three 
UCLA fresh- 
man basket- 
i = =] ball players 
detained in 
ie  Chinaare 
a finally home, 
F but the em- 
Gi barrassing 
story isn’t 
over. 

What do the Bruins do 
with them now? 

LiAngelo Ball, Cody 
Riley and Jalen Hill re- 
turned to Los Angeles on 
Tuesday after being con- 
fined to their Hangzhou 
hotel for nearly a week on 
suspicion of shoplifting 
during UCLA’s recent visit, 
but their saga continues. 

Now will they be allowed 
to return to the basketball 
court? 
Itis important to note 


Three freshmen 
are back in U.S. 


The UCLA basketball 
players face no charges 
in China, but they could 
be penalized by the 
school. SPORTS, Di 


that the players were freed 
without charges being filed 
in China. Yet indications are 
that something happened, 
and it wasn’t good. 

There was one media 
report that the players were 
caught on surveillance 
video stealing sunglasses 
from a Louis Vuitton store, 
and another that they shop- 
lifted from several stores. 

President Trump said 
Tuesday that he spoke with 
Chinese President Xi Jin- 
ping about the situation. 
Describing that conversa- 


tion, he implied that some 
wrongdoing had occurred. 

“President Xi has been 
terrific on that subject,” 
Trump told reporters 
aboard Air Force One near 
the conclusion of his two- 
week visit to Asia. “But that 
was not a good subject. 
That was not something 
that should have hap- 
pened.” 

Trump also said: “What 
they did was unfortunate. 
You know youre talking 
about very long prison 
sentences. They do not play 
games.” 

The players are sched- 
uled to appear in front the 
media with school officials 
and make a statement 
Wednesday morning, but 
here’s guessing they won’t 
offer many concrete an- 
swers. 

Unless that surveillance 

[See Plaschke, A10] 
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Senate GOP 
tax bill also 
takes aim at 
Obamacare 


New provision to end 
insurance mandate 
may threaten plan. 


By Lisa MASCARO 
AND JIM PUZZANGHERA 


WASHINGTON — Sen- 
ate Republicans took a big 
gamble Tuesday with their 
tax reform bill, adding a par- 
tial Obamacare repeal pro- 
vision that would free up 
more money for tax cuts, but 
also inject significant new 
political hurdles. 

The change, backed by 
President Trump and a 
handful of senators, would 
end the mandate under the 
Affordable Care Act that all 
Americans have health cov- 
erage. Senate GOP leaders 
had previously rejected the 
idea as too risky to include in 
their tax package, particu- 
larly after the repeated 
failed efforts earlier this year 
to repeal and replace the 


2010 law. 

Repealing the mandate 
would save the government 
an estimated $338 billion 
over 10 years, but only be- 
cause millions of people 
would stop buying insur- 
ance and therefore would no 
longer receive subsidies to 
help pay for their premiums. 

Looking for a way to fund 
their ambitious tax plan and 
under fire for giving most of 
the breaks to corporations 
and the wealthy, Senate Re- 
publicans made a last-min- 
ute decision to insert the 
Obamacare repeal. They 
plan to use the savings to pay 
for additional tax cuts for 
middle- and upper-class 
Americans. 

“It'll be distributed in the 
form of middle-income tax 
relief,” said Sen. John Thune 
of South Dakota, the third- 
ranking Republican. 

It remains to be seen 
whether Senate leaders can 
muster the 50 votes needed 
from their own party to pass 

[See Taxes, A8] 


Rampage ‘could 
have been so 
much worse’ 


Officers shoot dead a 
gunman who kills 4 in 
Northern California; 
quick action at school 
prevents more deaths. 


By PAIGE ST. JOHN, 
JOE MOZINGO 
AND RUBEN VIVES 


RANCHO TEHAMA, 
Calif. — Students were 
playing in the schoolyard at 
Rancho Tehama Elementa- 
ry, waiting for the morning 
bell to ring, when gunshots 
erupted a quarter mile away. 

Teachers and staff im- 
mediately rushed the chil- 
dren into classrooms and 
under desks, locking the 
doors. 

A white Ford F-150 
crashed through the front 
gate as they hunkered down, 
the driver emerging with a 
semiautomatic rifle. Wear- 
ing a ballistic vest, he 
stormed into the quad and 
shot at the walls and win- 
dows but was unable to en- 


ter the classrooms. After 
several agonizing minutes, 
the shots stopped. The gun- 
man got back into the stolen 
pickup and moved on to 
other targets in this dusty 
enclave in the hayfields of 
Northern California. 

At least four people 
would die at his hands be- 
fore the 45-minute killing 
rampage ended when offi- 
cers, firing in pursuit on aru- 
ralroad, rammed his car and 
shot him to death, author- 
ities said. 

They said the lockdown 
by the school and the bold 
action by the officers pre- 
vented a greater death toll. 

“This incident, as tragic 
and bad as it is, could have 
been so much worse if it 
wasn’t for the quick-think- 
ing staff at our elementary 
school,” said Tehama 
County Assistant Sheriff 
Phil Johnston. “I really want 
to say that the quick action 
of those school officials, 
there is no doubt in my mind 
based on the video that I 
saw, saved countless lives 
and children.” 

[See Rampage, A13] 


RICH PEDRONCELLI Associated Press 


TWO WOMEN embrace outside Rancho Tehama 
Elementary after the rampage. No children died at 
the school, although two suffered gunshot wounds. 


Sessions’ heated 
Russia testimony 


The attorney general 
angrily denies that he 
deliberately misled or 
lied to Congress about 
the Trump campaign’s 
multiple contacts with 
Russia during the 2016 
presidential race. 
NATION, A6 
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